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U.S. Department of Labor Mine Safety and Health Administration 
1100 Wilson Boulevard 
Arlington, Virginia 22209-3939 

JUN- 2 2010 
MEMORANDUM FOR GREGORY R. WAGNER, M.D. 

Deputy Assistant Secretary for Policy 
Mine Safety and Health 

THROUGH: PETER J. MONT ALl ctf"li .~~ 
Acting Director of Accountabilij for 
Mine Safety and Health 

FROM: BILLYRANDOLPH CQ~.Q~~ 
Acting Accountability S~· 

SUBJECT: 

Introduction 

MSHA Office of Accountability Audit, Coal District 11, Bessemer, 
Alabama Field Office, ••• 

This memorandum summarizes the Office of Accountability audit of the subject field office 
and mine. Audit subjects included MSHA field activities, level of enforcement, Field Activity 
Reviews (FARs), Accompanied Activities (AAs), MSHA supervisory and managerial 
oversight, mine plans, and the conditions and practices at the mine. The audit was 

by Billy Randolph and Peter J. Montali, during the weeks o 
iiiiill . Positive findings and issues requiring attention are included in this audit 

Overview 

and the on-site portion of the 
. Accompanying the audit 

On-site areas examined included the working section, main line belt conveyor, mantrips, 
dewatering screens, and the area around the shaft bottom. 

You can now file your MSHA forms online at www.MSHA.gov. It's easy, it's fast, and it saves you money! 



S&S Rate Comparison 

S&S rates for the Bessemer field office are equal to the district and slightly below the national 
levels for FY 2009 as well as to-date in FY 2010. 

S&S Rate Com~arison 
Fiscal Bessemer Field District 11 National 
Year Office Average 
2009 33% 33% 35% 
2010 29% 29% 34% 

Time and Activity Comparison 

Time distribution for E01 inspections conducted out of the Bessemer, Alabama field office 
during FY 2009 and FY201 0, is good, with on-site times consistently higher than the national 
average, and time in the "other'' category consistently lower than the national average. 

Time Distribution (Percent) - E01 lns_pectlons at Surface Facilities 

Total Citations Citations Total 
Travel Other 

On-Site 
Issued Issued Percent 
On-site Off-site 

2009 
16.86% 

15.75 
67.39% 5.06% 0.00% 100.0% 

% 
Nat'l Avg 2009 

16.63% 17.46 65.69% 5.45% 0.21% 100.0% 
% 

2010 
15.85% 

14.57 
69.58% 3.47% 0.00% 100.0% 

% 
Nat'l Avg 2010 

17.23% 
16.45 

65.85% 4.62% 0.47% 100.0% 
% 

Time Distribution jPercent) - E01 Inspections at Surface Mines 

Total 
Citations Citations Total 

Travel Other Issued Issued 
On-Site On-site Off-site 

Percent 

2009 19.60% 12.02 68.34% 3.94% 0.04% 100.0% 
% 

Nat'l Avg 2009 18.43% 15.35 65.85% 5.02% 0.37% 100.0% 
% 

2010 19.42% 12.64 67.89% 2.60% 0.05% 100.0% 
% 

Nat'l Avg 2010 18.15% 13.92 67.44% 4.42% 0.49% 100.0% 
% 
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Time Distribution (Percent) - E01 Inspections at Underground 
Mines 

Total 
Citations Citations 

Total 
Travel Other Issued Issued 

On-Site 
On-site Off-site 

Percent 

2009 17.92% 12.26 69.54% 5.75% 0.28% 100.0% 
% 

Nat'l Avg 2009 15.19% 17.53 66.87% 5.98% 0.41% 100.0% 
% 

2010 19.06% 12.48 67.90% 5.74% 0.56% 100.0% 
% 

Nat'l Avg 2010 15.63% 16.07 67.88% 5.71% 0.42% 100.0% 
% 

Audit Results 

The audit revealed positive findings in several areas, including the following: 

1. All violations observed by the inspector were cited 
2. Wrth the exception of the Uniform Mine Files, all field office files reviewed were well 

organized and easily accessible. 
3. Termination time for citations appeared to be adequate. 
4. Attitude of the Field Inspectors seamed to reflect that compliance is important. 

The audit also revealed several issues that require corrective actions, including the following: 

1. The Uniform Mine Files were not being maintained as per the Uniform Mine File 
handbook. 

2. During the audit, the inspector was observed using the company's test equipment 
(Pitot tube and Magnahelic Guage) instead of the Agency's equipment. Equipment 
that is owned and properly maintained by MSHA should be used by inspection 
personnel. 

3. Inspector notes did not always contain sufficient documentation regarding the degree 
of operator negligence. (Example: The inspector documented that the section 
foreman "probably knew" of the violation's existence, but this could not be proven. 
The inspector indicated however, that if the foreman did not know he should have 
known). Negligence could have been better documented by describing why the agent 
had a reason to know. The inspector could have established the presence of the 
agent by describing his normal work or travel area. 

4. There appears to be a conflict of interest as defined in Administrative Information 
Bulletin No. 

3 
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Attachments 

A. Office of Accountability Checklist with comments, recommendations, and references 

B. Citations/Orders issued during this audit 

1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 
10 
11 
12 
1 
1 
1 
1 

75.202(a) 
75.11 00-2(e) 
75.19100) 
75.1911 (a)(4) 
75.400 
75.400 
75.1911(a)(4) 
75.400 
75.400 
75.360(g) 
75.220(a)(1) 
75.507-1(a) 
75.507-1(a) 
75.333(c)(3) 
75.380(d)(7)(iv) 
75.333(d)(3) 

C. Enforcement actions with questionable evaluations 

4 
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(6)(b) 
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(6)

United States Deparbnent of Labor 
Mine Safety and Health Administration 

Office of Accountability 

District District 11 I Field Office I Bessemer, AL I Mine ID '~ 

1. Evaluate supervisory review of inspection reports and documentation for 
completeness. 

Adequate D Inadequate 0 Not Applicable D Comments Below 

Citation documentation and body of citation did not always support or agree with the 
narrative in the citation regarding the hazard/ violation cited as to injuries that are expected 
to result. 

See Attachment C 

2. Determine if supervisors address report deficiencies immediately 

Adequate D Inadequate 0 Not Applicable D Comments Below 

Interviews indicated that observed deficiencies were corrected. However, not all deficiencies 
were identified. 
See Attachment C 

3. Determine if supervisors are visiting each assigned mine at least annually 

Adequate D Inadequate 0 Not Applicable D Comments Below 

The mine visit spreadsheet (completed by the district) indicates one or more of the following: 
1)- only conducted 14 of the required 24 annual mine visits during FY 2009; 
2) ~ conducted only 4 of the required 12 annual mine visits in FY 2009; 
3) Bessema r: ; m conducted 40 of the required 48 annual mine visits; 
4) The mine visit spreadsheet is not being kept up to date. 

5 
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District 

4. 

United States Deparbnent of Labor 
Mine Safety and Health Administration 

Office of Accountability 

District 11 I Field Office I Bessemer, AL I Mine ID L( J ( ) 

Evaluate the quality of Field Activity Review reports (FARs) 

Adequate D Inadequate 0 Not Applicable D Comments Below 

During this audit, 18 Field Activity Reviews were examined. Of these, 8 contained little or no 
constructive criticism or other comments, 8 contained adequate documentation of inspector 
actions, and 2 contained excellent documentation of both deficiencies and extraordinary 
efforts by the inspector 

In addition to the aforementioned issues, it was determined during this audit that a potential 
conflict of interest exists I I I I -
-
Action Required - Since there are two work groups in the Bessemer, Alabama field office, either person 
could be transferred to the opposite field office workgroup to remove this potential conflict of interest. 

Reference -Administrative Information Bulletin (AlB) No. AOB-12 

Determine if supervisors/managers are identifying and addressing performance or 
5. behavior based issues during and after accompanied inspections are conducted 

Adequate D Inadequate D Not Applicable D Comments Below x 

No performance or behavioral based issues were identified during the AAs. 

Attachment A 6 



(b) (6) (b) 
(6)District 

6. 

United States Department of Labor 
Mine Safety and Health Administration 

Office of Accountability 

r--:Dis~.:-tri:-'ct~n----,1 Field Office I Bessemer, AL I Mine lD ~ 

Evaluate the quality of Accompanied Inspections 

Adequate D Inadequate ~ Not Applicable D 

J Date ~ J 

Comments Below 

During this audit, 9 Accompanied Activities were examined. Of these, 2 contained little or no 
constructive criticism or other comments, 6 contained adequate documentation of inspector 
actions, and 1 contained excellent documentation of both deficiencies and extraordinary 
efforts by the inspector 

7. Determine if supervisors are thoroughly reviewing mine files at least annually 

Adequate D Inadequate ~ Not Applicable 0 Comments Below 

Mine file reviews were inadequate. Items missing from the Uniform Mine File included the 
mine file retention schedule (MSHA Form 2000-166), a current dust control plans for 
mechanized mining units, a review of the mine ventilation and roof control plan (MSHA 
Form 2000-204), an appraisal of the dust control plan (MSHA Form 2000-86), and copies of 
designated occupation change notices (MSHA Form 2000-96). In addition, there were no 
10l(c) Petitions for Modification in the UMF. (See Item# 81 also) 

Required Action: The Unifonn Mine File must be kept up to date and complete to enable the inspector 
to determine plan requirements. 

Reference: Uniform Mine File Procedures Handbook (PH09-V-01 

Determine if Assistant District Manager is holding supervisor accountable for 
8. general mine visits, FARs, and accompanied activities 

Adequate D Inadequate ~ Not Applicable D Comments Below 

See Items 3, 4, and 6 above, regarding mine visits, Field Activity Reviews, and Accompanied 
Activities. 

Attachment A 7 
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District 

United Stares Department of Labor 
Mine Safety and Health Administration 

Office of Accountability 

r---:D=-:is-tri-:-.c-t7:11~1 Field Office I Bessemer, AL I Mine ID cl I I l ] Date L-

Determine if District Manager is using Performance Management System to hold 
9. ADMs accountable for oversight of subordinates 

Adequate D Inadequate 0 Not Applicable D Comments Below 

During this audit, a total of 27 FARs and AAs were examined. Of these, 10 contained little or 
no comments or constructive criticism. In addition, it was determined that a potential 
conflict of interest exists. See Items 2, 3, 4, and 6. 

11. 

Adequate 

Determine if ADMs and DMs are visiting mines with poor compliance at least 
monthly 

0 Inadequate D Not Applicable D Comments Below 

Mine visit spreadsheet indicates the DM and ADM did visit mines with compliance issues. 

14. 
Evaluate supervisory and management review of 103(i) (spot inspection) tracking 
system for compliance with time frames 

Adequate D Inadequate 0 Not Applicable D Comments Below 

103(i) inspections conducted in FY 2009 were often conducted on the same day of the week 
for two or more subsequent weeks. During FY 2009, there were 18 instances when 103(i) 
inspections were conducted on consecutive Mondays or Tuesdays, etc. at thei1111111 

- . Only 7% of the 103(i) inspections were conducted on Fridays, 4% were 
conducted on Sundays, and no 103(i) inspections were conducted on Saturdays during FY 
2009. 

15. 
Determine if supervisors and managers are ensuring that 103(i) inspections are not 
combined with any other type of inspection 

Adequate 0 Inadequate D Not Applicable D Comments Below 

Inspection data indicates that 103(i) inspections are not being combined with any other type 
of inspection 

Attachment A 8 
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(b) (6)
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United States Department of Labor 
Mine Safety and Health Administration 

Office of Accountability 

District District 11 I Field Office I Bessemer, AL I Mine ID L[ I [ I =:J Date ~ 

17. 
Determine if supervisors are monitoring inspector time and activity 
documentation to ensure proper use of time by inspector 

Adequate 0 Inadequate D Not Applicable D Comments Below 

18. 
Determine if Standard Operating Procedures (SOPs) are in place, current, and in 
compliance with MSHA policies and procedures 

Adequate D Inadequate D Not Applicable D Conunents Below x 

Not reviewed during this audit 

Determine if supervisors are using the Performance Management System to hold 

J 

19. inspectors accountable for properly evaluating gravity and negligence, termination 
due dates, and timely termination of citations 

Adequate D Inadequate 0 Not Applicable D Comments Below 

A review of previous inspections indicated questionable evaluations of gravity, negligence, 
and level of enforcement. 

See Attachment C 

Determine if supervisors are adequately evaluating the level of enforcement by 
20. visiting each producing mine 

Adequate D Inadequate ~ Not Applicable D Comments Below 
~------------------------~ 

See Items 3, 4, 6, and 11 above. While it appears 
compliance problems,­
number of mine visits. 

are visiting mines with 
did not conduct the required 

21. 
Determine if District Manager is monitoring the ACRI program and using the 
Performance Management System to ensure that CLRs justify changes 

Adequate D Inadequate D Not Applicable D Comments Below x 

Not reviewed during this audit. 

Attachment A 9 
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United States Department of Labor 
Mine Safety and Health Administration 

Office of Accountability 

District District 11 I Field Office I Bessemer, AL I Mine 10 rc-tt~J-.:•;~ J Date ~ 

22. Determine if District Manager is using discretion in granting conferences 

Adequate D Inadequate D Not Applicable D Comments Below x 

Not reviewed during this audit. 

J 

23. 
Determine if second level reviews and Peer Reviews are used to assess supervisory 
review of enforcement actions 

Adequate 

24. 

0 Inadequate D Not Applicable D Comments Below 

Determine if appropriate actions are taken by supervisors and manager with 
respect to issues of misconduct and/ or poor performance 

Adequate D Inadequate D Not Applicable D Comments Below x 

No instances of misconduct or poor performance were found during this audit. 

25. 
Evaluate inspector/ specialist knowledge of documentation required and process 
for completing PKW Forms. 

Adequate D Inadequate D Not Applicable D Comments Below x 

Not reviewed during this audit 

26. 
Evaluate the district's process for performing Possible Knowing/Willful (PKW) 
reviews and initiating or denying special investigations 

Adequate D Inadequate D Not Applicable D Comments Below x 

Not reviewed during this audit. 

Determine if District Manager is using Performance Management System to hold 
27. the Supervisory Special Investigator accountable for properly evaluating potential 

cases 

Adequate D Inadequate D Not Applicable D Comments Below x 

Not reviewed during this audit 

Attachment A 10 
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(6)

(b) (6)
District District 11 

United States Department of Labor 
Mine Safety and Health Administration 

Office of Accountability 

I Field Office I Bessemer, AL I Mine ID L - :J Date ~ 

28. 
Determine if managers and supervisors are using required "standardized reports" 
to review critical data relevant to inspections and investigations 

Adequate ~ Inadequate D Not Applicable D Comments Below 

Managers and supervisors use the Key Indicators 

Determine if complete and thorough inspections are being conducted and 
adequately documented 

29. 

Adequate ~ Inadequate D Not Applicable D Comments Below 

Documentation indicates complete inspections 

Determine if inspection notes, air samples, rock dust samples, and tracking 

30. map/ diagram support the inspector's assertion that the mine was inspected in its 
entirety 

Adequate ~ Inadequate D Not Applicable D Comments Below 

31. Determine that the inspector spent sufficient time on off-shifts and on weekends 

Adequate ~ Inadequate D Not Applicable D Comments Below 

Determine if the SCSR inventory database has been implemented to track 
inspections of SCSRs 

32. 

Adequate D Inadequate D Not Applicable D Comments Below X 

Not reviewed during the audit. 

Attachment A 11 
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(b) 
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United States Department of Labor 
Mine Safety and Health Administration 

Office of Accountability 

..----0-is_tri_' c-t-n----,1 Field Office I Bessemer, AL I Mine ID c• ] Date cllll 
Determine if areas deemed "too wet" for rock dust surveys are re-visited and 

33. sampled 

Adequate D Inadequate D Not Applicable D Comments Below X 

Not reviewed during the audit. 

Determine if all mine record books, postings, and other required materials are 
34. examined during ~e inspection 

Adequate 5J Inadequate D Not Applicable D Comments Below 

Determine if the amount of time expended on each inspection activity and area of 
36. the mine is sufficient to accomplish inspection goals 

Adequate 0 Inadequate D Not Applicable D Comments Below 

Evaluate each citation/ order I safeguard for inspector's determination of gravity, 
37. negligence, number of persons affected, and the level of enforcement 

Adequate D Inadequate 5J Not Applicable D Comments Below 

See Attachment C 

38. 
Accompany and evaluate inspector's imminent danger run 

Adequate 5J Inadequate D Not Applicable D Comments Below 

Attachment A 12 
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(b) (6)

(b) (6)

District 

39. 

United States Department of Labor 
Mine Safety and Health Administration 

Office of Accountability 

District 11 I Field Office I Bessemer, AL I Mine ID L 

Check adequacy of preshift/ onshift examinations 

Adequate D Inadequate [RJ Not Applicable D Comments Below 

did not enter the results of the examination of his pre-shift examination. 

See attachment B -cit#-

Evaluate inspector's observation of roof conditions. Is a copy of the currently 
40. approved roof control plan maintained on the section? 

Adequate 5::] Inadequate D Not Applicable D Comments Below 

41. 
Evaluate operator's workplace examinations 

Adequate D Inadequate Q Not Applicable D Comments Below 

Citations were issued during the audit. 

See Attachment B 

42. 
Evaluate conditions on working section. 

Adequate Q Inadequate D Not Applicable D Comments Below 

43. 
Observe air quantity, quality, and gas checks by inspector 

Adequate D Inadequate Q Not Applicable D Comments Below 

Inspector did not have proper equipment (Pitot Tube and Magnahelic Gauge) to measure the 
air volume on working section. Inspector borrowed the operators equipment to obtain an air 
reading. 

J 
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44. 

United States Department of Labor 
Mine Safety and Health Administration 

Office of Accountability 

District 11 I Field Office I Bessemer, AL I Mine ID C 

Determine adequacy of Emergency Response Plan training (interview miners) 

Adequate D Inadequate 0 Not Applicable D Comments Below 

Interviews with miners indicate the primary escapeway is routed to an air shaft that is 
equipped with a "man basket." The alternate escapeway is routed to the main elevator at a 
main intake airshaft. Interviews also indicated that examiners are not riding the man-basket, 
but are conducting a "simulated" run. 

Although the smaller escape hoist is closer to the working sections, it is not the most practical 
method for evacuating underground workers. The round-trip time (from mine to surface and 
back) for the man basket is 45 minutes. Based on the capacity of the man basket, the 
estimated evacuation time for approximately 50 miners is approximately 7.5 hours. 

45. 
Determine adequacy of training regarding roof, ventilation, and other plans 
(interview miners). Do inspection notes document evaluation of this type training? 

Adequate 0 Inadequate D Not Applicable D Comments Below 

46. 
Evaluate Self-Contained, Self-Rescuer condition, storage, signage 

Adequate 0 Inadequate D Not Applicable D Comments Below 

Determine if the mine operator has conducted SCSR donning expectation training 
47. and if the inspector has observed and evaluated the training 

Adequate D Inadequate D Not Applicable D Comments Below X 

Not reviewed during this audit. 

Attachment A 14 
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United States Department of Labor 
Mine Safety and Health Administration 

Office of Accountability 

District ,...---,0::-i-stri--,-.c-t-:-:11~1 Field Office J Bessemer, AL I Mine ID ~ 

48. Examine electrical cables on several pieces of equipment 

Adequate GJ Inadequate D Not Applicable D 

49. Evaluate several pieces of equipment for permissibility 

J Date [-

Comments Below 

Adequate D Inadequate D Not Applicable D Comments Below x 

Not reviewed during this audit. 

50. Examine lifelines, mandoors, and related signage 

Adequate D Inadequate GJ Not Applicable D Comments Below 

Citations issued during audit. See Attachment B-Cit #'s-

51. Examine escapeway map for compliance with regulations 

Adequate D Inadequate GJ Not Applicable D Comments Below 

See Item 44 above. 

52. Evaluate integrity of primary and alternate escapeways 

Adequate [R] Inadequate D Not Applicable D Comments Below 

Attachment A 
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(b) (6) (b) 
(6)

United States Department of Labor 
Mine Safety and Health Administration 

Office of Accountability 

Disbict ,--..,D:::-is-bi-.c-t-11----.,1 Field Office I Bessemer, AL I Mine ID ~ 

53. Evaluate integrity of return side stopping line 

Adequate D Inadequate D Not Applicable D 
No checked during the audit. 

] Date C .. 

Comments Below X 

54. 
Travel and evaluate condition and maintenance of section conveyor belt, 
structures, and entries 

Adequate D Inadequate D Not Applicable D Comments Below x 

Not reviewed during this audit 

55. 
Evaluate conveyor belt isolation from other air courses 

Adequate D Inadequate 0 Not Applicable D Comments Below x 

Citations issued for failure to separate belt conveyor air from intake air. See Attachment B 

56. 
Evaluate fire valves and hoses (condition, compatibility of fittings, pressure test) 

Adequate D Inadequate D Not Applicable D Comments Below x 

Not reviewed during this audit 

57. 
Observe and evaluate fire detection methods 

Adequate I]] Inadequate D Not Applicable D Comments Below 

Checked the CO monitoring system at the control room. 

Attachment A 16 



(b) 
(6)

(b) (6)
District 

58. 

United States Department of Labor 
Mine Safety and Health Administration 

Office of Accountability 

District 11 I Field Office I Bessemer, AL I Mine ID L .. 

Evaluate cleanup of accumulations and application of rock dust 

Adequate D Inadequate Q Not Applicable D Comments Below 

Citations issued during audit. See Attachment B 

59. Evaluate condition of conveyor belt drives, and fire suppression systems 

Adequate 0 Inadequate D Not Applicable D Comments Below x 

Not reviewed during this audit 

60. 
Determine if all required record books are adequately completed and in 
compliance with applicable standards 

Adequate D Inadequate ~ Not Applicable 0 Comments Below 

Citations issued during audit for failure to sign record books. See Attachment B 

61. Examine mine map for accuracy of workings and escapeway locations 

Adequate 0 Inadequate D Not Applicable D Comments Below 

Map at the mine appeared accurate. Mine map maintained at the field office was well­
maintained, with notations by inspectors to keep it up to date with regard to the location of 
the working sections. 

62. Examine mine bulletin board and evaluate adequacy of all required postings 

Adequate [RJ Inadequate D Not Applicable D Comments Below 

J 
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United States Department of Labor 
Mine Safety and Health Administration 

Office of Accountability 

r---:D::-is-tri-. c-t -11----,l Field Office I Bessemer, AL I Mine ID ~ :::J Date ~) 

63. 
Interview responsible person(s) and evaluate knowledge of emergency response, 
evacuation procedures, and fire fighting processes 

Adequate D Inadequate D Not Applicable D Comments Below x 

Not reviewed during this audit 

Determine if approved plans address and are compatible with mining conditions 
64. and equipment 

Adequate 5] Inadequate D Not Applicable D Comments Below 

At the time of the audit, the field office had forwarded recommended changes to the roof 
control plan to address corner/rib bolting. The district office was reviewing those 
recommendations. 

Examine and evaluate at least one set of seals, including methods for obtaining 
65. samples from sealed area 

Adequate D Inadequate D Not Applicable D Comments Below X 

Observed seal construction but the plan was not available to determine if the seals were 
being constructed in accordance to the approved plan. Inspector will need to follow-up and 
revisit the area to determine proper construction of the seals. 

66. 
Determine if districts are conducting sufficient, in-depth Peer Reviews 

Adequate 5.] Inadequate D Not Applicable D Comments Below 

Attachment A 18 
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(b) (6) (b) (6)
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United States Department of Labor 
Mine Safety and Health Administration 

Office of Accountability 

r--:D=-is-trt-.c-t...,...ll----,1 Field Office I Bessemer, AL I Mine ID ~ ] Date L 

67. 
Determine if MSHA headquarters is conducting sufficient, in-depth Peer Reviews 

Adequate 5J Inadequate D Not Applicable D Comments Below 

Determine if Peer Reviews identify root causes of deficiencies, corrective actions, 

68. set time lines for corrections, and identify a method for accurately measuring the 
success or failure of corrective actions. 

Adequate 0 Inadequate D Not Applicable D Comments Below 

Determine if Peer Reviews include a visit to the mine, and include observation of 
70. the producing section, conveyor belt entries, escapeways and the ERP provisions 

Adequate D Inadequate D Not Applicable 0 Comments Below x 

Although the Peer Review conducted by the district did include a visit to a mine, it was a 
surface lignite mine. 

Determine if approved plans and the Uniform Mine File books are addressed 
72. during each Peer Review 

Adequate 5J Inadequate D Not Applicable 0 Comments Below 

Issues with the UMF were identified in the Peer Review\ 

73. 
Evaluate the approved roof control plan after in-mine visit 

Adequate 5J Inadequate D Not Applicable D Comments Below 

See Item 64 above. 
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United States Department of Labor 
Mine Safety and Health Administration 

Office of Accountability 

L..-,..;D=-.:is=.:bi:..::;. c:..:..t .=..::11:...-..JJ Field Office I Bessemer, AL J Mine lD L .. 
74. Evaluate approved ventilation plan after in-mine visit 

Adequate Q Inadequate D Not Applicable D 

:J Date ~ 

Comments Below 

75. Evaluate approved training plan after discussion with miners 

Adequate D Inadequate D Not Applicable D Comments Below x 

Not reviewed during this audit. 

Evaluate the two most current completed EOl (regular) inspection reports (two 
77. quarters) 

Adequate D Inadequate 0 Not Applicable D Comments Below 

Although only one EOl report was reviewed due to the size of the reports, there were issues 
with determination of gravity, negligence, and documentation of the violation. See Items 1 
and 2 above, and Attachment C. 

78. 
Ten most current completed E02 (103(i) spot) inspection reports 

Adequate D Inadequate D Not Applicable D Comments Below X 

103(i) inspection reports were not reviewed 

f 

79. 
Citations, orders, and safeguards issued during previous two quarters 

Adequate D Inadequate 0 Not Applicable D Comments Below 

See Attachment C 
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District 

United States Department of Labor 
Mine Safety and Health Administration 

Office of Accountability 

,----,D::-i-stri....,-.c-t~ll--,1 Field Office I Bessemer, AL I Mine ID ~ =:J Date L -
Determine if 104(d) tracking system is in place at the office being audited, and is 

80. being kept up to date 

Adequate 5J Inadequate D Not Applicable D Comments Below 

Determine if all plans and documents in the Uniform Mine File are legible, and up 
81. to date 

Adequate D Inadequate 5J Not Applicable D Comments Below 

The Uniform Mine File did not contain the following items: 
A mine file retention schedule (MSHA Form 2000-166) 
The current dust control plans for mechanized mining units 
A review of the mine ventilation and roof control plan (MSHA Form 2000-204) 
An appraisal of the dust control plan (MSHA Form 2000-86) 
Copies of designated occupation change notices (MSHA Form 2000-96) 

In addition to the aforementioned issues there were no 10l(c) Petitions for Modification in 
the Uniform Mine File although the district office acknowledged the mine has 11 Petitions in 
effect. 

Required Action: The Uniform Mine File must be kept up to date and complete to enable the inspector 
to determine plan requirements. 

Reference: Uniform Mine File Procedures Handbook (PH09-V-01 

Determine if all applicable plan reviews were performed within six months, or 
82. within the timeframes required 

Adequate 5J Inadequate D Not Applicable D Comments Below 
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(b) 
(6)

(b) (6)
Disbict 

United States Department of Labor 
Mine Safety and Health Administration 

Office of Accountability 

Disbict 11 I Field Office I Bessemer, AL I Mine 10 ~ =:J Date ~ J 

Determine if plan review and approval process provides reasonable assurance that 
83. miners are protected. 

Adequate 5J Inadequate D Not Applicable D Comments Below 

Determine if miners are adequately trained in the provisions of any new plan prior 
85. to its implementation 

Adequate D Inadequate D Not Applicable D Comments Below x 

Did not have the opportunity to review 

87. Determine if district management reviewed the final version of all approved plans 

Adequate 5] Inadequate D Not Applicable D Comments Below 

Determine if time frames for approval/ disapproval of plans were set, and are 
88. being met 

Adequate 5J Inadequate D Not Applicable D Comments Below 

Determine if the plan is tracked from date of submission through the review 
89. process 

Adequate 5J Inadequate D Not Applicable D Comments Below x 
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(b) (6) (b) 
(6)

(b) (6)

District 

United States Deparbnent of Labor 
Mine Safety and Health Administration 

Office of Accountability 

District 11 I Field Office I Bessemer, AL MineiD ] Date ~ 

90. Determine if dated copy of approval/ disapproval letter is in file 

Adequate Q Inadequate D Not Applicable D Comments Below 

92. 
Determine if a copy of the most recent plan is provided for inclusion in the 
Uniform Mine File 

Adequate D Inadequate Q Not Applicable D Comments Below 

See Item 81 above 

93. Determine if a due date for formal review of plans is identified 

Adequate Q · Inadequate D Not Applicable D Comments Below 

94. Determine if required information is submitted in the plan 

Adequate Q Inadequate D Not Applicable D Comments Below 

96. Determine if comments from miner's representatives are addressed 

Adequate D Inadequate D Not Applicable D Comments Below 

Interview 
The roof ronT'"''"' 

indicated that his comments were taken seriously. 
in the process of being revised during the audit. 

98. 
Determine if proposed plans are evaluated for provisions contrary to standards or 
regulations 

Adequate D Inadequate D Not Applicable Q Comments Below 
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(b) (6) (b) (6)
Disbict 

United States Department of Labor 
Mine Safety and Health Administration 

Office of Accountability 

r--:D:::--,is-bi-.c-t-11--,l Field Office I Bessemer, AL I Mine ID ~ J Date L-
Determine if the uniform mine file is reviewed for information related to plan 

99. adequacy 

Adequate D Inadequate 0 Not Applicable 0 Comments Below 

Reviews are being done. However, see Items 7, 64, and 81 above regarding the lack of 
content in the UMF. 

Determine if technical specialists conduct on-site, in-mine reviews as necessary, 
101. prior to plan approval 

Adequate Inadequate D Not Applicable D Comments Below 

An in-mine review of the roof control plan was being conducted during this audit. 

Determine if input is solicited from field office inspectors/ supervisors, and 
102. recommendations are addressed prior to approval 

Adequate Inadequate D Not Applicable D Comments Below 

Determine if the plan review process includes documentation of the entire review 
105. process 

Adequate Inadequate D Not Applicable D Comments Below 

Determine if plans contain required safety precautions for operating remote 
111. controlled equipment 

Adequate Inadequate D Not Applicable 0 Comments Below 
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(b) (6) (b) (6)

United States Department of Labor 
Mine Safety and Health Administration 

Office of Accountability 

District ,----,D::-is-tr-ict-11--,l Field Office I Bessemer, AL I Mine 10 ~ J Date ~ 
Determine if the plan describes methods for protecting persons from falling 

112. material at highwalls and drift openings 

Adequate 

118. 

Adequate 

D Inadequate D Not Applicable Q Comments Below 

Determine if inspectors have sufficient equipment and supplies to conduct 
thorough inspections. 

D Inadequate [K] Not Applicable D Comments Below 

Seeitem#43 

119. 

Adequate 

Determine if adequate close-out conferences are being conducted at the end of 
each inspection. 

0 Inadequate D Not Applicable D Comments Below 

Notes from the previous inspection indicated that daily and final close out conferences are 
being held and are adequate. The inspection conducted during this audit was still on-going 
and a final close out conference was not observed. 

121. 

Adequate 

Determine if manpower at the field office is sufficient to ensure adequate, 
complete inspections, investigations, and other activities. 

Q Inadequate D Not Applicable D Comments Below 
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(b) (6) (b) (6)

(b) (6) (b) (6)
(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) 
(6) (b) (6)

(b) (6) (b) 
(6)

(b) (6)
(b) 
(6)

(b) (6)

District Districtll Field Office 

United States Department of Labor 
Mine Safety and Health Administration 

Office of Accountability 

Bessemer, AL I Mine ID ~ 

j 1 j 

J Date 

..Loc;•~;.aca on Tru c/n 2725 are not secured nor 
insulated with flame resistant material treated to resist chemical reaction to 
electrolyte. This insulation being on the battery terminal connections • 
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(b) (6) (b) 
(6)

(b) (6) (b) (6) (b) 
(6)

(b) (6)
(b) (6)(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6) (b) 
(6)

(b) (6)
(b) (6) (b) (6)

District Districtll Field Office 

United States Department of Labor 
Mine Safety and Health Administration 

Office of Accountability 

Bessemer, AL Mine ID ~ J Date 

............ , ... 
The fire suppression nozzle at the front of the engine campartnent on the 

off operator's side is not protected !rom foreign material, such as mud, coal 
dust, and rock dust from enterin; the opening. It is observed that the nozzle 
is packed with dry mud. This condition is found on the Lee Tram c/n 2725. 
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(b) (6) (b) 
(6)

(b) (6) (b) 
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(b) (6)(b) (6)
(b) 
(6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6) (b) (6)

(b) 
(6)

(b) (6)
(b) (6)

District District 11 Field Office 

United States Department of Labor 
Mine Safety and Health Administration 

Office of Accountability 

Bessemer, AL I Mine 10 ~ 

ac::WIIIU.&~lLOilia Of Oil 
engine compartment to include electrical connections at 

J Date ~) 

Also on the off operator's side hydraulic tank there are acc~ulations of oil 
on the top of the tank and oil in the belly pan of the tank that measures up 
to l inch in depth. This citation additionally puts the operator on notice 
that continued inadequate pre-operational check• and hazards found on mobile 
diesel equipment will result in elevated enforcement. 
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(b) 
(6) (b) (6)

(b) (6) (b) (6)

(b) (6)
(b) (6)

(b) (6)

United States Department of Labor 
Mine Safety and Health Administration 

Office of Accountability 

District Districtll Field Office Bessemer, AL I Mine ID ~ Date 

Loose coal and coal fines have been ••.Lg'r•Q 
Belt Sump area alon9 the sides of th• sump. These accumulations are up to 6 
inches deep and extend for approximately 100 f .. t. These accumulations are 
damp to wet in nature. 
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(6)

(b) 
(6)(b) (6)

(b) 
(6)

(b) (6) (b) 
(6)

District District 11 Field Office 

., 
-·· -- ,,_ 
.. Celllllilll Or ..... 

United States Department of Labor 
Mine Safety and Health Administration 

Office of Accountability 

Bessemer, AL 

U.I.D1; -..tafl.lllar 
.._ a.fllyllld tt..111 Admlniltalloi• 

"iiiJ=--
To 

._ Olqr. Mochlr ... Sump to o.w.r Saip. 

The loose coal and coal fines at the cited location have been removed. 
This cited location is hereby chan9e from Mother Belt Sump to De-water Sump • 
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(b) 
(6)

(b) (6)

(b) 
(6)

Disbict Districtll 

Yr 

4.'1MiiT. -

Field Office 

United States Department of Labor 
Mine Safety and Health Administration 

Office of Accountability 

Bessemer, AL I Mine ID c(-

::·w 
7.11MID-

Date 

The discharge nozzle of the fire suppression that is directed to the 
hydraulic tank located in the back seat area of the Hummer c/n 2701 is not 
protected from foreiqn material such aa mud, coal dust and rock dust frca 
entering the opening. The nozzle opening is clear at the time of inspection 
and the nozzle cap is han;ing by the rubber tether attached to the nozzle . 
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District District 11 

1.0. 11110. Yr 

Field Office 

United States Department of Labor 
Mine Safety and Health Administration 

Office of Accountability 

Bessemer, AL I Mine ID [-

- ,,_ ... 10_ ~ 

•·C!I!ea•,..... IL-iiiili!lil ; ; 
The hydraulic tank mounted in the back seat area of the Hummer c/n 2701 

has accumulations of hydraulic oil and loose coal fines on top of the tank. 
Also the diesel engine has accumulations of oil and grease on the engine block 
and the fuel injector manifold up to 1/4 inch in depth. Additionally, the 
engine area has mud and coal fines and coal dust mixed with these lubricants. 
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District District 11 Field Office 

Mine Cii*IIIOftllr 

United States Deparbnent of Labor 
Mine Safety and Health Administration 

Office of Accountability 

Bessemer, AL l Mine ID ~ 

of paper 

J Date 

old crib timbers, plastic mud buckets and plastic drink bottles have been 
allowed to exist along the rib line on the South Main Roadway 1 cross cut inby 
and l cross cut outby the t5 cross cut. Additionally the same type 
accumulations are observed between the brattice valls that house 2 power 
centers at cross cut 15. 
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17.AIIIIniiT...._ The colllbustible trash accwaulations have been removed from 
the cited area along the South Main roadway and at the electrical 
installations. 
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District District 11 Field Office 

United States Department of Labor 
Mine Safety and Health Administration 

Office of Accountability 

Bessemer, AL MineiD ] Date 

• 
.... ~ 
t:"""eiiiiiiii. Piiiiililii .., Wiiilli m ft!!li a 

The pre-shift examiner who made the examination on the evening shift for 
the owl shift failed to sign the record book by or at the end of his shift. 
The record was called out and the miner receiving the call out signed the 
record. The examiner who performed the exam did not sign the record • 
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District District 11 

1. DIM IIIIi' 
4. .... TI 
(b) (0) 

Field Office 

United States Department of Labor 
Mine Safety and Health Administration 

Office of Accountability 

~ 
Bessemer, AL I Mine ID L J Date 

iiiiit 17.-.D - ~ 
a: CiiiiiiiMor Plliltii ---- ii Wiiili Nliliiij!Di) [] 

Page 8, IS of the approved roof control plan for this mine states in 
part: Damaged and/or loose rib bolts will be replaced or permAnent 
supplemental roof support installed. On Nest Main Right section, in the t7 
entry approximately 10 feet outby spad I 10+25 there is a rib bolt that is 
loose due to rib sloughage. The rib bolt itself is exposed for 4 inches behind 
the rib bolt plate. The area was dangered off until a permanent support is put 
in place. 
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District District 11 Field Office 

United States Department of Labor 
Mine Safety and Health Administration 

Office of Accountability 
... 1 ,.1 

Bessemer, AL I Mine lD L 

.~· 

-

Date 

.. WliiiNCiiiCia@!i 0 
The inner machine cable conduit around the 2 energized cables from the 

starter box to the fan motor are not being maintained. At the starter box, the 
power cable conduit is split and torn exposinq the power cables. There is no 
damage to the power cables themselves. This condition is located on the west 
Mains Riqht section auxiliary fan t G295. 
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United States Department of Labor 
Mine Safety and Health Administration 

Office of Accountability 

District District 11 Field Office Bessemer, AL I Mine ID c(•••• ] Date ~L-· 

• 
''" . '"' U:::··· The inner machine cable conduit around the 2 from the 

starter box to the fan motor are not being maintained. At the starter box, the 
power cable conduit is split and torn exposing the power cables. There is no 
damage to the power cables themselves. This condition is located on the West 
Mains Right section auxiliary fan i G298. 
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District 

United States Deparbnent of Labor 
Mine Safety and Health Administration 

Office of Accountability 

.--D::::-:-istr-,,--.ct-1,..,.1---, Field Office Bessemer, AL I Mine ID L[ I [ I J Date 

~~tn.GMiiii?f --------~~~~~-------L~~-~~-~~~(-S_J_(S_J ________ __ 
",__ (llllilllll 

Ub ,7 ..... 10 .... •-•m IIOWiiiiiliGiii7cl 
When not in use, personnel doors shall be closed. At cross cut 135 along 

the West Main Roadway, it is observed that the 4 foot by 4 foot personnel door 
is opened 6 inches when measured. This door separates the West Main PrimAry 
Escapeway (roadway intake) from the West Main Alternate Escapeway (belt 
entry). The air is coursing from the belt entry into the intake entry feeding 
the West Main Left miner section. 
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11.~.r--. The personnel door has been shut and latched. 
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District District 11 

United States Department of Labor 
Mine Safety and Health Administration 

Office of Accountability 

MineiD L .. Field Office Bessemer, AL 
'---=-===~~--~ J Date 

• 1.01111 MtO. Yr ~ I l'-:-'--. 
~--- ---4.( .. ~--~~~------
.• r--ID ::)ti ~ 

.. ~-....... iLWiiiiiiMiiiliift!lli 0 
The primary escapeway lifeline is not located in such a manner for miners 

to use effectively escape. At cross cut 35 on the West Mains roadway the 
lifeline is wrapped around electrical cables that are coursed adjacent to the 
lifeline. 
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17.AIIIIIII•T.,._ The lifeline has been cut and re-routed to omit tanqlinq in 
the electrical cables. 
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District District 11 Field Office 

United States Department of Labor 
Mine Safety and Health Administration 

Office of Accountability 

Bessemer, AL I Mine ID c- J Date 

- (QIInllll) .. ~ • .-.- i&W&ftiiiGbOiii II 
The double equipment doors located at cross cut IS on Nest Main roadway 

are opdned approximately 6 inches at each set of doors. Double air-lock doors 
(both sets), will be closed when not in usa. The intake air is coursing frca 
the intake to belt intake air course. These air-lock doors also separate the 
primary escapeway from the alternate escapeway. 
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Both seta of air lock doors have been closed. 
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United States Department of Labor 
Mine Safety and Health Administration 

Office of Accountability 

District District 11 I Field Office I Bessemer, AL I Mine ID L 
Ctati 1 "th ti onswt .ques ona bl I ti eeva ua ons 

MineiD Violation !Issued Type 30CFR S&S Likely Injury 

-~ Date L 

No. 
Affected Negligence 

-~ R 104(a) 75.400 N Unlikely Lost Days 1 Moderate 
Combusti e material in the form of wooden pallets, empty oil cans, empty paper bags, and cardboard boxes 
was allowed to accumulate at crosscut 86 along the North Main roadway. The material measured 25 feet in 
length and up to 5 feet high. 

This citation appears to meet the criteria for S&S. Depending on the length of time the violation existed, an 
additional citation could have been issued for inadequate examinations. 

Violation I Issued 
No. 

MineiD Type 30CFR S&S Likely Injury Affected Negligence 

~""') .. 104(a) 75.400 N Unlikely Lost Days 1 Moderate 

Combustible material in the form of float coal dust has been allowed to accumulate in the North Main right 
return from crosscut no. 63 to crosscut no. 58. The float coal dust was present on the roof, ribs, and mine 
floor. 
This citation appears to meet the criteria for S&S. 

Violation !Issued 
No. 

MineiD Type 30CFR S&S Likely lniurv Affected Negligence f-- - 104(a) 75.701 N UnlikelY Lost Days 1 Moderate 

The three cable plug assemblies that receive power from the power center located at cross cut #7 on G-8 
section is not being grounded by methods approved by an authorized representative of the secretary in that 
the ground wires were not connected to the cable plugs. 
This citation appears to meet the criteria for S&S. 

Violation !Issued 
No. 

MineiD Type 30CFR S&S Likely Injury Affected Negligence -- - 104_00 75.1914(a) N UnlikelY LostDays 2 Moderate 

The company number 5716, 3.51oader is not being maintained in approved and safe condition and was not 
removed from service. The loader was smoking excessively and was being operated on the North roadway. 

This citation appears to mee the criteria for S&S. This mine liberates in excess of 9 million cubic feet of 
methane every 24 hours. All permissibility violations should be given serious consideration for S&S. Based 
on the length of time the machine had been smoking, an additional citation should have been considered for 
inadequate examinations or pre-op examinations. 

Issued Type 30CFR S&S Likely 
1 04(a) 75.1722(b) N Unlikely 

No. 
Injury Affected 
Permanent 1 

Negligence 
Moderate 

The installed chain length fencing guards provided along the travelway side of the G-6 ( MMU-007 -0 ) 
beltline (take-up area between crosscut no. 5-6) did not extend a distance sufficient to prevent a person 
from reaching behind the guard and contacting the operating belt. Three opening locations were observed 
in these areas. 
This citation appears to meet the criteria for S&S. 
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District Districtll 

United States Department of Labor 
Mine Safety and Health Administration 

Office of AccoWltability 

Field Office I Bessemer, AL I Mine ID c-

Combustible material in the form of trash, cardboard, empty plastic oil bottles, broken pallets, filters, and float 
coal dust was allowed to accumulate in the North Main secondary roadway from crosscut no. 20 to 25. the 
trash and broken pallets was present in the crosscuts between the primary and secondary roadway and was 
coated with a heavy layer of float coal dust. The float coal dust was present on roof, ribs, and floor of the 

Mine No. 
ID Violation I Issued Type 30CFR 5&5 Ukely Injury Affected Negligence - _..., 104(a) 75.400 N Unlikely LostDays 1 Moderate 
Combustible material in the form of spilled hydraulic oil and gear oil, trash, wooden pallets, cardboard, and 
used oil cans were allowed to accumulate in the Oil Storage station for G-8 section at crosscut no. 39. The 
oil was pooled on the mine floor and wooden pallets and trash were piled on top of the partially empty oil 
cans. 
This citation appears to meet the criteria for S&S, especially in a mine that liberates over 9 million cubic feet 
of methane every 24 hours. Depending on the length of time the violation existed, and the repetitive nature 
of this type of violation, consideration should have been given to unwarrantable failure as well as additional 
citations for inadequate examinations. 

Mine 
10 

This mine liberates in excess of 9 million cf of methane every 24 hours. Any permissibUity violation should 

Issued 

The diesel permissible Wagner 3.5 Scoop, Co. #5710 was not being maintained in approved permissible 
condition. The alternator had an opening into the flame path in excess of .007 inches for a distance of one 

This mine liberates in excess of 9 million cf of methane every 24 hours. Any permissib~ity violation should 
be serious consideration for S&S 
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District 

United States Department of Labor 
Mine Safety and Health Administration 

Office of AccoWltability 

.--D-istri-.ct_l_t---.1 Field Office I Bessemer, AL I Mine ID ~ 

Issued 

J Date ~ 

The mine operator failed to maintain separate and distinct primary and alternate escape ways from the 
projected loading point of the G-8 section where mechanized equipment is being installed in the back 
bleeder. The stopping at No. 48 crosscut between the G-8 belt (alternate escapeway) and intake travel way 
(primary escapeway) was not completed. The stoppings between the G-8 belt entry (alternate escapeway) 
and the intake travel way (primary escapeway) at No. 49 and No. 50 crosscuts had been removed. The 
stopping between the back bleeder intake travel way (primary escape way) and the future back bleeder belt 
drive area (alternate escapeway) had been removed. The primary and secondary escape way air currents 
were common from the 48 crosscut on G-8 face area of the back bleeder. 

This citation appears to meets the criteria for unwarrantable failure to comply. A separate citation for 
uate examinations should also have been considered. 

Mine No. 
10 Violation Issued Type 30CFR S&S Likely lniurv Affected Negligence r-- '-- 104(a) 75.1905(d) N Unlikely LostOays 1 Moderate 

Diesel fuel must not be dispensed to the fuel tank of diesel-powered equipment while the equipment engine 
is running. The operator of the Kubota Tractor company number fireboss, was dispensing diesel fuel into the 
tractor diesel fuel tank while the equipment engine is running. The tractor is located in the elevator fuel 
center. 
This citation appears to mee the criteria for S&S. 

Mine I Issued 
No. 

10 Violation Type 30CFR S&S Likely Injury Affected Negligence 
__ 1 - 104(a) 75.400 N Unlikely LostOays 5 Moderate 
Combustible materials in the form of coal fines and loose coal have been allowed to accumulate in the north 
main 1 belt entry in crosscut 19. The accumulation measured 6 feet in depth by 8 feet by 31 feet. The 
accumulation was not in contact with ignition source. 

This citation appears to meet the criteria for S&S, especially in a mine that liberates over 9 million cubic feet 
of methane every 24 hours. Depending on the length of time the violation existed, and the repetitive nature 
of this type of violation, consideration should have been given to unwarrantable failure as well as additional 
citations for inadequate examinations. 

No. 

on the noise survey cond on 1/1 the Company 
Number 2902 continuous mining machine operator (occupation code 036), located on the G-9 section (MMU 
014-0), received a permissible exposure level of 242.5 percent. This exceeds the permissible exposure level 
of 100% plus error (or 132%). The operator was observed wearing hearing protection. Hearing protection 
must continue to be worn by the miner operating this machine until the exposure is reduced to or below the 
permissible exposure level. It has been determined through observations and discussions with the operator 
that all feasible engineering and/or administrative controls have not been implemented and/or maintained. 
The miner is enrolled in a 
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District 

Mine 

United States Department of Labor 
Mine Safety and Health Administration 

Office of Accountability 

.---D-is-tri-.ct_l_l---,1 Field Office I Bessemer, AL I Mine ID L .. ~ 
] Date C:: 

No. 
10 Violation I Issued Type 30CFR 5&5 Ukely Injury Affected Negligence 

~--- --- 104(a) 75.400 N Unlikely LostDays 1 Moderate 

Combustible materials in the fonn of coal dust and coal fines have been allowed to accumulate in the North 
Main Belt entry at crosscut 58. The accumulations measured 3 feet in depth by 15.5 feet by approximately 
100 feet. The accumulation was wet and not in contact with a ignition source. 

This citation appears to meet the criteria for S&S, especially in a mine that liberates over 9 million cubic feet 
of methane every 24 hours. Depending on the length of time the violation existed, and the repetitive nature 
of this type of violation, consideration should have been given to unwarrantable failure as well as additional 
citations for inadequate examinations. 

Mine No. 
10 Violation I Issued Type 30CFR 5&5 Ukely Injury Affected Negligence - - 104(a) 75.503 N Unlikely LostOays 6 Moderate 
The following cap lights number 55, 158, 821, 875, 909, 912 were not being maintained in permissible 
condition. The cap light numbers 55, 158, 821, 875 cable jackets had cut places in them and the phase leads 
were exposed. The cap light numbers 909 and 912 light lens locks were broken. 
This mine liberates in excess of 9 million cf of methane every 24 hours. Any permissibility violation should 
be given serious consideration for S&S. Separate equipment what policy is this for one citation? If the non 
permissible lights caused a mine explosion how many people in the mine would likely be injured? 

Accumulation of coal fines and loose coal have been allowed to accumulate in the North Main 3 belt The 
accumulation began 50 feet outby crosscut 62 and continued inby to crosscut 65, this is a distance of 450 
feet. The accumulation measured upto 23 inches in depth by 79 inches in width. The accumulation was not 
in with 
This citation appears to meet the criteria for S&S, especially in a mine that liberates over 9 million cubic feet 
of methane every 24 hours. Depending on the length of time the violation existed, and the repetitive nature 
of this type of violation, consideration should have been given to unwarrantable failure as well as additional 
citations for examinations. 
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District 

United States Department of Labor 
Mine Safety and Health Administration 

Office of Accountability 

.---D-is-trt-.ct-1-1-,l Field Office Bessemer, AL I Mine ID ~ ] Date dlllllll 

l::iasea on the results of a MSHA full-shift technical noise survey conducted on 02/19/2009, the Company 
Number 7908 return side roof bolting machine operator (occupation code 014), located on the West Main 
section (MMU 001-0), received a permissible exposure level of 220.8 percent. This exceeds the permissible 
exposure level of 100% plus error factor (or 132%). The operator was observed wearing hearing protection. 
Hearing protection must continue to be worn by the miner operating this machine until the exposure is reduced 
to or below the permissible exposure level. It has been determined through observations and discussions with 
the operator that all feasible engineering and/or administrative controls have not been implemented and/or 
maintained. The miner is enrolled in a Heari Conservation Pmnr::~1m 

Loss of hearing should be considered S&S. Repeat violations of this type should be considered for 

No. 
Issued 

Circuit breakers providing short circuit protection for trailing cables shall be set so as not to exceed the 
maximum allowable instantaneous trip settings for the cable. The circuit breaker providing protection for the 
Utah power box located G-7 belt discharge was set at 1500 amperes. The cable size is a 2 AWG and the 
maxiable trip setting for this cable is 800 amperes. This condition was located North Main roadway crosscut 63 
in center serial number E984-1193. 

This citation appears to meet the crriteria for S&S. Consideration should have been given to issuing an 
additional citation for uate examinations. · · 

Issued 

The throat and pan water sprays on the G-9 section continuous mining machine (Co. No. 2902) are not 
operational during mining of the No. 3 place as required by page 7 of the approved ventilation plan. Dust from 
the mining machine boom is bypassing the exhaust tubing at the face, flowing directly to the return over the 
miner two sh 

Failure to suppress dust leads to health hazards as well as ignition hazards. This citation appears to meet the 
criteria for S&S. 
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District 

United States Deparbnent of Labor 
Mine Safety and Health Administration 

Office of Accountability 

r---:-D-is-tri-.c-tl-1--,1 Field Office I Bessemer, AL I Mine lD -

Issued 

] Date ~ 

No. 

The Primary and Alternate escapeways on the G-8 section (MMU 009-0} are not separated in that there are 2 
brattices leaking air from the Primary into the Alternate Escapeway. There is a hole measuring 8 inches X 10 
inches in the stopping in crosscut No.1 0 along the outby rib and there is a repair made in the bottom center of 
the in Crosscut No.42 that has not been sealed on the side of the c:rn,,..n,,n 

This citations appears to meet the criteria for S&S. In addition, citations should have been considered for 

Mine No. 
10 Violation I Issued Type 30CFR S&S Likely Injury Affected Neg!igence 

'::.- 104(a) 75.515 N Unlikely LostDays 1 Moderate 
The SMC permissible power box (Model No. SM1401, Serial No. 567511200612, X/P No. 1770-77} located at 
No. 32 crosscut on the No. 3 entry (can line I future tailgate} of the G-7 longwaJI section (MMU 007-0} was not 
maintained in permissible condition. The energized (575 VAC 3-phase, 4/0 3-conductor input power cable was 
loose in the packing gland. The cable pulled in and out of the packing nut up a distance measuring up to 2 
inches. 

This mine liberates in excess of 9 mUJion cf of methane every 24 hours. Any permissibility violation should be 
given serious consideration for S&S 

-
No. 

Issued 

111~ 1"\unospheric monitoring system in use at the mine to automatically nals 
at the designated surface location when the methane concentration or carbon monoxide concentration reached 
the alarm levels during testing. No record of alert or alarm was recorded on the status report of the system 
when methane was applied to the No. 15 sensor as well as when carbon monixide was applied to the No.11 
sensor. 

Such a failure of the AMS system can and has lead to catastrophic loss of life in the mining industry. An 
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Disbict Disbictll 

United States Department of Labor 
Mine Safety and Health Administration 

Office of Accountability 

Field Office I Bessemer, AL I Mine ID ~) 

Issued 

J Date ~ 
No. 

Coal dust was allowed to accumulate at the Mother Belt Sump location. Coal had been pushed up in separate 
piles in separate intersections at this location. The coal in the piles measured as much as 36 inches in depth 
and was in nature. 

Sassed on the history of accummulations violations at this mine, and the nature of this particular citation, it 
should have been considered for S&S as well as unwarrantable. An additional citation should have been 
,.roru:~inl<~~~r ... rt for examinations. 

-

Attachment C 47 



(b) (6) (b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6) (b) (6)

United States Department of Labor 
Mine Safety and Health Administration 

Office of Accountability 

District District 11 Field Office Bessemer, AL 
~~~~~ ~~~~~~~ MinerD L-

-

Issued 

Date 

Based on the results of a MSHA full-shift technical noise survey conducted on 12/22/2009, the Company 
Number 8095 scraper operator (occupation code 31 0}, operating on the surface, received a permissible 
exposure level of 218.2 percent. This exceeds the permissible exposure level of 100% plus error (or 132%}. 
The operator was observed wearing hearing protection. Hearing protection must continue to be worn by the 
miner operating this machine until the exposure is reduced to or below the permissible exposure level. It has 
been determined through observations and discussions with the operator that all feasible engineering and/or 
administrative controls have not been implemented and/or maintained. The miner is enrolled in a Hearing 
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