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MSHA announces results of September impact inspections 
Criteria for selecting coal mines to include focus on respirable dust 

 
ARLINGTON, Va. – The U.S. Department of Labor’s Mine Safety and Health Administration today 
announced that federal inspectors issued 150 citations and 10 orders during special impact inspections 
conducted at 13 coal mines and three metal/nonmetal mines last month.  
 
The monthly inspections, which began in force in April 2010 following the explosion at the Upper Big Branch 
Mine, involve mines that merit increased agency attention and enforcement due to their poor compliance history 
or particular compliance concerns, including high numbers of violations or closure orders; frequent hazard 
complaints or hotline calls; plan compliance issues; inadequate workplace examinations; a high number of 
accidents, injuries or illnesses; fatalities; and adverse conditions such as increased methane liberation, faulty 
roof conditions and inadequate ventilation. MSHA recently added a criterion to its impact inspection policy to 
emphasize the selection of mines that have had compliance issues related to respirable coal dust. 
 
“As part of our overall strategy to improve compliance in the nation’s mines, and because of the egregious 
nature of some of the coal dust-related violations our inspectors have encountered during past impact 
inspections, I’ve instructed our enforcement personnel to give special consideration to mines with respirable 
dust or ventilation and dust control plan compliance concerns,” said Joseph A. Main, assistant secretary of labor 
for mine safety and health. 
 
All of the coal mines selected in September previously had been cited for violations regarding respirable dust 
sampling results or methods, inadequate dust control or ventilation plans, on-shift examination violations or 
hazard complaints related to respirable dust. The impact inspections focused on compliance with the respirable 
dust standard and with approved ventilation and dust control plans. 
 
As an example from last month, an impact inspection was conducted Sept. 10 at Elk Run Coal Inc.’s 
Roundbottom Powellton Mine in Boone County, W.Va., due to overexposures and the mine’s otherwise poor 
compliance history with respirable dust requirements. Inspectors issued 20 citations and one order during the 
health-focused inspection. 
 
Each set of mining machinery is required to have a minimum amount of air available to ventilate all working 
faces, dilute gases and carry coal dust away from the workers. In this mine, the operator failed to follow the 
methane and dust control portion of an approved ventilation plan, and inspectors found many improperly 
ventilated areas. In one section where a continuous mining machine was located, there was not even enough air 
movement to turn the blades of an anemometer – an inspector’s air measurement device – to measure any 
ventilating current.    
 
Air quantity in this area also was low due to a clogged scrubber filter on the continuous miner, which allowed 
only 60 percent of the air flow required. Additionally, only 27 of the 41 required water sprays were working.   
 

– more –

http://social.dol.gov/
mailto:louviere.amy@dol.gov
http://twitter.com/
http://www.facebook.com/
http://www.youtube.com/
http://social.dol.gov/
http://www.flickr.com/


 

U.S. Department of Labor news materials are accessible at http://www.dol.gov. The information above is available in large print, 
Braille or CD from the COAST office upon request by calling 202-693-7828 or TTY 202-693-7755.   

 
US DEPARTMENT OF LABOR NEWS RELEASE – PAGE 2 
 
 
Tests of other sections and working faces also indicated low air quantities. Inspectors issued citations for a 
recently mined and roof-bolted face that did not have the minimum air quantities maintained as specified in the 
operator’s approved ventilation plan.  
 
Additionally, coal accumulations existed in active areas for distances of up to 45 feet in length and 24 inches in 
depth, the mine’s tracking system did not properly function to track individuals on the working sections, an 
undersized coal support pillar was found and reflectors required to mark roof conditions were not installed. 
These conditions had not been identified during required operator examinations. Consequently, MSHA issued 
citations for the violations. 
 
“Inadequate ventilation, insufficient air quantities and improperly maintained dust controls expose miners to the 
risk of explosions and black lung,” said Main. 
 
As a second example from last month, an impact inspection was conducted Sept. 12 at Dana Mining LLC’s 
Arco No. 1 Mine in Marion County, W.Va. Federal inspectors issued one unwarrantable failure citation and one 
unwarrantable failure order for not complying with the approved ventilation plan. This impact inspection was 
the mine’s first. 
 
Inspectors examined the active section where the continuous mining machine was operating and discovered the 
operator illegally mining coal with the entire length of the ventilation line curtain (88 feet) rolled up to the roof. 
 
The mine was issued an unwarrantable failure order because no ventilating current was being provided to the 
face where the continuous miner was operating. The operator’s failure to follow the approved ventilation plan 
created conditions that expose miners to risks of explosions and black lung. These compliance failures 
prevented ventilation to remove respirable dust and gasses from the working environment. All production 
personnel were retrained on the requirements of the approved ventilation plan. 
 
Since April 2010, MSHA has conducted 508 impact inspections and issued 8,950 citations, 875 orders and 38 
safeguards. 
 
Editor’s note: A spreadsheet containing the results of impact inspections in September 2012 accompanies this 
news release. 
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MSHA Monthly Impact Inspection List
(September 2012)

September 2012 Coal
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District 01 PA 3607838 United American Energy Uae Coalcorp Associates Harmony Mine 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00% 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1
District 02 PA 3608571 Citicorp Venture Capital Ltd RoxCoal, Inc. Sarah 11 0 0 11 3 8 11 27.27% 11 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 11 1 1
District 03 WV 4609302 GenPower Holdings LP; James L  Laurita Jr Dana Mining Company, LLC Arco No. 1 Mine 1 1 0 2 2 0 2 100.00% 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 1
District 04 WV 4609163 Alpha Natural Resources, Inc. Elk Run Coal Company Roundbottom Powellton Deep Mine 20 1 0 21 13 8 21 61.90% 19 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 21 1 1
District 05 VA 4407220 SunCoke Energy Incorporated Dominion Coal Corporation Mine No. 44 7 0 0 7 3 4 7 42.86% 7 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 7 1
District 06 KY 1518381 Alpha Natural Resources, Inc. Sidney Coal Company Inc Taylor Fork Energy 10 0 0 10 1 9 10 10.00% 10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 10 1 1
District 06 KY 1519256 Jimmy D  Tackett Magoffin Co. Coal Corporation #1 20 2 0 22 4 18 22 18.18% 20 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 22 1
District 07 KY 1519533 Arch Coal, Inc. Cumberland River Coal Company, Inc. Trace Fork 1 4 0 0 4 2 2 4 50.00% 4 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 4 1
District 08 IL 1103232 Robert E  Murray The American Coal Company New Future Mine 8 0 0 8 5 3 8 62.50% 8 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 8 1
District 09 UT 4202233 Robert E  Murray West Ridge Resources Inc. West Ridge Mine 6 5 0 11 5 6 11 45.45% 6 0 0 0 4 0 0 0 1 0 0 11 1 1 1
District 10 KY 1518335 Patriot Coal Corporation Dodge Hill Mining Company LLC Dodge Hill Mine #1 6 0 0 6 4 2 6 66.67% 6 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 6 1
District 11 AL 0102901 Drummond Company Inc Drummond Company Inc Shoal Creek Mine 15 0 0 15 7 8 15 46.67% 15 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 15 1 1
District 12 WV 4608884 Mechel Oao Pay Car Mining Inc No. 58 6 0 0 6 2 4 6 33.33% 6 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 6 1 1 1

13 National Totals 114 9 0 123 51 72 123 41.46% 112 0 2 2 4 0 0 0 3 0 0 123 1 0 3 0 0 1 3 0 13

September 2012 Metal Nonmetal
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NE OH 3301354 Pioneer Natural Resources USA Incorporated Premier Silica LLC Glass Rock Operation 5 1 0 6 2 3 5 40.00% 5 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 6 1 1
SC TX 4100079 Heidelberg Cement AG Lehigh Cement Company LLC Waco Plant 14 0 0 14 4 10 14 28.57% 14 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 14 1
WE CA 0402542 Molycorp Inc Molycorp Minerals Mt Pass Mine & Mill 17 0 0 17 10 7 17 58.82% 17 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 17 1 1 1

3 National Totals 36 1 0 37 16 20 36 44.44% 36 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 37 0 1 0 0 2 0 2 1

Total 16 National Totals 150 10 0 160 67 92 159 42.14% 148 0 2 2 4 0 0 0 3 0 1 160 1 1 3 0 2 1 5 1 13
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