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MEMORANDUM FOR KEVIN G. STRICKUN 
Administrator for Coal 
Mine Safety and Health 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

Case No.: 2011-C-39 

BRENT A. CARPENTER~­
Chief, Office Program Policy Evaluation 

NANCY M. SAHAKIAN, M.D. 
Senior Program Management Consultant, Clinical Operations, 
Federal Occupaw:Health Service, United States Public 
Health Service 0.J1 (\ . 6~ 
Fatality Review Committee Decision on Chargeability 

Deceased: 

Date of Incident: September 26,2011 Date of Death: September 26,2011 

Operator: Armstrong Coal Company Mine: Lewis Creek Mine 

Contractor: Whitco Enterprises 

Decision: Not chargeable 
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In a unanimous decision, the Fatality Review Committee has determined that the death 
of should not be charged to the mining industry. , a 51 
year old contract truck driver, was waiting for his coal truck to be loaded at the mine pit 
when he was observed slumped over in the driver's seat. His truck was seen to be 
moving toward the highwall. Co-workers responded and found him to be 
unresponsive. He was wedged between the dashboard and passenger seat. He was 
removed from the vehicle and CPR was begun. He was transported to a local hospital 
where he was pronounced dead. 

1.ad a history of heart problems. The death certificate indicated that the 
manner of death was natural and that the cause was due to hypertensive and 
atherosclerotic cardiovascuiar disease. No physical or environmental hazards were 
found at the site. 

Based on the findings of the death certificate and the results of MSHA' s investigation, 
the committee members concluded that died from natural causes and that 
his death should not be charged to the mining industry. 

cc: Joseph A. Main 
Anthony C. Mayville 




